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SAY, MEAN, MATTER: Research Journal

I. 
SAY: Summarize the source’s argument in two-three sentences. Refer to the thesis statement and the author’s argument in your summary.
II. 
MEAN: Compare how this article supports or refutes another source’s argument. Support does not mean that both sources offer the same argument. For example one source on stem cell research may provide background information on the subject and popular arguments for and against stem cell research while another source may elaborate on one of the popular arguments, or it may provide a more nuanced view on the topic.
What new questions does this source raise?

Explain how the source supports your research question.
III. 
MATTER: As you read, underline passages that suggest whom the author is addressing; then, evaluate whether the argument is persuasive or unpersuasive. What assumptions does the author make about the audience and how does that impact the argument? Analyze how the evidence
 would persuade or dissuade the audience.
What makes this source scholarly? Cite three reasons.

Think of the author’s credibility (ethos), the evidence used (logos or pathos), the publishing information, and currency of the publication.
Write the MLA or APA citation for the source. Use the handbook for reference.
� facts, quotes, statistics, figures, and anecdotes.
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